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Takeaway Point 
 
Yahweh saved us by covenant relationship through King Jesus. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Main Teaching Scripture 
 
Hebrews 13:20-21. (ESV) 
20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative / Narrative Scripture 
 
The Promise to Abraham. 
 
Genesis 15:1-20. (ESV) 
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, 
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And 
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son 
shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he 
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.  
7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you 
this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He 
said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years 
old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid 
each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.  
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness 
fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be 
sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four 
hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall 
come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be 
buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity 
of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  



17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To 
your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the 
land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 
21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Topic Overview 
 
God made his earthly family to be, well, just that – his family. What do families do? They love 
each other. They support each other. They fight for each other. They are loyal to each other. This 
was the desire of God since the beginning. Unfortunately, God’s people did not always do a good 
job of keeping their faith and staying loyal to God. So, the family was torn apart by his creations 
own doing. Luckily, God wasn’t going to give up on his earthly family. How was he going to 
reconcile and redeem his people? Through covenant. In covenant, God makes a promise to his 
people and his people give loyalty in return. Yahweh saved us by covenant relationship through 
King Jesus. 
 
What exactly is a covenant? To put it simply, a covenant is an agreement between two parties. 
Party A offers something Party B wants, and Party B agrees to the terms in order to obtain said 
thing. In this case, God makes a covenant with his people that he would accept them back into 
his family so long as they remained loyal to him. This covenant showed itself in many forms 
throughout the Old Testament narrative. We see a covenant with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
and even King David. As this covenant was renewed, it expanded to more and more of God’s 
earthly family. Unfortunately, it didn’t always go as planned. God’s people still found ways to 
turn their backs on God and go back on the covenant. 
 
How were God’s people ever going to fulfill the terms of the covenant? They needed the perfect 
person to honor the perfect covenant. They needed a man who was both human and divine to 
meet the terms. Who better than Jesus Christ? Jesus brought the covenant between God and 
humanity to its highest expression, opening the invitation to anyone and everyone to enter into 
relationship with God through his death on the cross. Now, anyone who demonstrates loyalty to 
Jesus the Messiah can inherit a place in God’s family. Hebrews 13:20-21 says, “20 Now may the 
God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 
by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever 
and ever. Amen.” 
 
To better understand the intricacies of a covenant, it is important to look into the times in which 
God initiated them. One of these moments is with Abraham in Genesis 15:1-20. The Scripture 
reads as follows: 
 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what 
will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member 



of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This 
man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and 
he counted it to him as righteousness.  
7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to 
give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years 
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all 
these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds 
in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.  
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great 
darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your 
offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they 
will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they 
serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go 
to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back 
here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, 
the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the 
Jebusites.” 

 
This covenant with Abraham marked the beginning of an amazing renewal of God’s family. 
Abraham certainly became one of the most profound characters of the Old Testament narrative 
as he not only demonstrated amazing faith, but also distinct loyalty to Yahweh. This covenant 
saw its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus as he came to earth, redeemed God’s people, reconciled 
them back to the Father, and honored the terms of the covenant. Now, we can all enter into 
God’s kingdom as his people once again. Yahweh saved us by covenant relationship through 
King Jesus. 
 
“Kid-ified” Teaching: 
 
God made his earthly family to be, well, just that – his family. What do families do? They love 
each other. They support each other. They fight for each other. They are loyal to each other. This 
was the desire of God since the beginning. Unfortunately, God’s people did not always do a good 
job of keeping their faith and staying loyal to God. So, the family was torn apart by his creations 
own doing. Luckily, God wasn’t going to give up on his earthly family. How was he going to 
bring his family back together? Through covenant. In covenant, God makes a promise to his 
people and his people give loyalty in return. Yahweh saved us by covenant relationship through 
King Jesus. 
 
What exactly is a covenant? To put it simply, a covenant is a deal between two people. Let’s say 
you play soccer for your school. What if you were to turn your back on your team, declare your 



loyalty to another school, and completely abandon all of your friends? Not cool. Now let’s say 
you wanted to come back to your old team. With grace, your old team makes a deal: you can 
come back, but you aren’t allowed to switch loyalties to another team again. This is a covenant – 
and now you are in covenant relationship with your soccer team. This is what it is like to be in 
covenant with God. His people turned their backs on him, but God is now allowing them to come 
back into his family as long as they remain loyal to him. This covenant expanded to everyone 
who would declare their loyalty to God when Jesus came to earth, died, and was resurrected for 
the renewal of God’s family. Now, we can all enter into God’s kingdom as his people once 
again. Yahweh saved us by covenant relationship through King Jesus. 
 
Teaching Retention Questions: 
 
1. What is a covenant? 
2. Why did God have to make a covenant with his people? 
3. What does the covenant mean for us today? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Video w/ Teaching Summary 
 
The Bible Project: The Covenants. 
 
Summary: 
 
There are many topics that make sense in the context of Jewish heritage, but not so much in a 
Gentile setting. Perhaps one of the most misunderstood of these topics is that of covenant. In 
modern society, covenant relationship is something that is not often discussed amongst people 
groups. Often times, we translate covenant relationships as being, well, relationships. In reality, 
these are much deeper. Covenant relationships look much more like partnerships between people 
or groups. In the case of God, we often think of having a relationship with Him, but in reality, it 
is much more complex than this. As humans, He has made a covenant relationship with us. 
 
In the beginning, as we know, God makes all of perceived reality. Along with reality comes His 
most prized possession of the lot – the humans, Adam and Eve. From their very creation, God 
makes a covenant with them that is simply this: God promises to keep them in His presence and 
in His Kingdom, so long as they fulfill their assignments to operate within this Kingdom. In 
essence, humans are ruling with God under His authority. This is what makes a covenant 
relationship, a party that offers a promise to a party who offers their loyalty. Luckily, God 
always wants to honor these covenants. Unfortunately, humans messed it all up. 
 
As you know, humans rip this covenant to the ground and go against the covenant by going 
against the one thing He told them not to do – eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. Thus, the covenant is deconstructed and the promise, by justice, is dispersed. The 
partnership is broken – and all of the human condition is born. What is important to realize here, 
is that it was not just Adam and Eve that broke this covenant – it was all of humanity. Luckily, 
God didn’t give up on us. 
 



Throughout the Old Testament, God continues to create four more covenants with His people. 
These four covenants involve Noah, Abraham, Israel, and David.  The terms of the covenant 
with Noah (found in Genesis 9:8-17) were that God would never flood the earth again, so long as 
Noah, well, just kept moving forward. The terms of the covenant with Abraham (found in 
Genesis 15:18-21) were that God would make a great and holy nation out of Abraham’s family, 
so long as He was loyal to God’s plan and teachings. The terms of the covenant with Israel 
(found in Genesis 12-17) were that God would provide blessing to them and make them holy 
representatives of the living God, so long as Israel obeyed the Law. The terms of the covenant 
with David (found in 2 Samuel 7) were that God would use David’s bloodline to send a son who 
would bring all nations together to form one holy family, so long as David was loyal to God. All 
seemed well, but then it happened again. The humans broke the covenant. Israel breaks the 
partnership with God once again, and the promise falls apart. Luckily, God didn’t give up on us. 
 
God wants to restore this covenant. God wants to restore the original partnership set in motion at 
creation. Over and over again we see God reflect on these covenants. In Psalm 105:8-11., the 
Bible teaches that, “He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a 
thousand generations, the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, 
which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To you I 
will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.” He never forgets. He wants His 
original covenant restored. But, how can he achieve this in a broken world with broken 
covenants? The answer is simple: a new covenant. 
 
Hebrews 9:15-16 states, “therefore, he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. For where a will is involved, 
the death of the one who made it must be established.” Who is this He? You guessed it, Jesus! 
Jesus came through the line of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Israel, and David. In the mix of all of 
this, Jesus is also fully God. Thus, Jesus is the restoration of the covenant – He is the only one 
who could be faithful to the covenant and fulfill its commitments. Now, we can be a part of this 
renewed partnership – we can reclaim a seat in God’s covenant family. 
 
“Kid-ified” Teaching: 
 
Our relationship with God is much more than you think it is. The relationship that we have with 
God is what the Bible calls a “covenant.” A covenant is an agreement between two parties. One 
side of the agreement makes a promise, and the other side of the agreement agrees to be loyal to 
whatever the other person says. It’s kind of like when you and your friends are playing with toys. 
You may promise to your friend that they can play with your favorite toy, as long as they don’t 
break it! If they break it, the covenant falls apart. This is like the covenant we have with God. He 
has promised us a life in His Kingdom, so long as we honor, love, and are loyal to Him. 
 
Unfortunately, humans have not done a very a good job of keeping our side of the covenant. All 
throughout the Bible, we see covenant after covenant fall apart as people turn their back on God. 
We needed someone to make a new covenant to restore the covenant between us and God. We 
needed Jesus! Guess who we got? You know it! Jesus! He came to earth and fulfilled everything 
that humans had messed up about the covenants in the past. Do you know what this means? Now 



the covenant is restored! It’s back! We can be in God’s Kingdom, with Him for all of eternity 
again! Yes! Jesus modeled for us how we can keep our side of the covenant – we love people 
and we honor God. Now, we can be in God’s covenant family again! 
 
Teaching Retention Questions: 
 
1. What do you think it means to have a relationship with God? 
2. Why do you think God wanted to make a covenant with His people? 
3. How can we continue to honor the covenant that we have with God? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
“The Whole Story: A Life in God’s Kingdom” Video w/ Teaching Summary 
 
Covenant. 
 
Video Script: 
 
You know what’s awesome? God wants to be in every part of your life! It’s true! God has love 
and acceptance for his people – and it has been this way since the very beginning. Unfortunately, 
God’s people have struggled to love and trust him back. In truth, God’s people – beginning all 
the way back in the Garden of Eden – wanted to put their ways ahead of God’s ways and totally 
messed up this relationship with God. But – oh yeah, there’s a but – God did not want to stop 
revealing himself to his people. How did God continue to come after his people? He reunited 
with them through covenant, and now, we are his covenant people. 
 
WHOA! Back up! Covenant? I don’t even know if I could spell that word, let alone know what 
in the world it means. Don’t worry! Let’s break this down. Think about the relationship between 
parents and their kids. Obviously, a parent loves their kids so much that it’s hard to put into 
words. They will love them, care for them, and even fight for them – no matter the cost. But! 
This relationship works in both directions. If kids begin to turn their backs on their parents, talk 
bad about them, disobey what they were told to do, or become dishonest, they must face some 
consequences. No matter the case, the relationship between parents and their children is 
completely based in love – even if it means that their kids must be disciplined after breaking the 
rules. This is what a covenant looks like: true love expressed in a beautiful relationship. We 
relate to him through this covenant relationship – and we are his covenant people. 
 
In the Bible, God has to discipline Adam and Eve as they disobey his command by removing 
them from the Garden of Eden. From there, God goes on to make covenants with people like 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David. God’s people struggled to keep the commandments of God’s 
covenants – meaning they also struggled to stay in relationship with God. But, God still wasn’t 
going to give up on pursuing a relationship with his people. So, what did God do? He made a 
new covenant – a covenant that people could actually honor because he would send them the 
perfect person to honor it – Jesus, the divine Son of God! 
 
Hebrews 9:15 says, “therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from 



the transgressions committed under the first covenant.” With Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
God’s children can now enter into an eternal covenant with God. He came to earth and fulfilled 
God’s covenants – and now, the new covenant has come! YES! In this new Covenant, we can be 
in God’s Kingdom with Him for all of eternity. Jesus modeled for us how we can keep our side 
of the covenant – we love people and we honor God. Now, we can be in God’s covenant family! 
 
Teaching Retention Questions: 
 
1. What is a covenant? 
2. Why did God make covenants with his people? 
3. What is the new covenant? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Group Questions 
 
1. What is a covenant? (A covenant is an agreement between two parties – in this case, between 
God and his people. As long as his people stay loyal and faithful to him, he will stay faithful 
back to them.) 
2. What does it mean to be in a covenant relationship? (God’s people live their lives in a 
partnership with God. The terms of the covenant have been met by Jesus. Now, as long as God’s 
people are loyal to him, they can live for all of eternity in his Kingdom.) 
3. How can we be a part of the new covenant? (The new covenant is an eternal Kingdom that is 
accessed by God’s people through loyalty. Allow kids to provide examples of the ways in which 
they can be loyal to God and live out the covenant relationship.) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer 
 
Jesus, we are so grateful that you paid the price so that we could overcome the darkness and 
move into God’s kingdom. We are thankful to be in covenant relationship with God, and we put 
our loyalty in you, and you alone. We pray that we live our lives in such a way that demonstrates 
the goodness of God as he has given us access to his Kingdom through King Jesus. We are so 
excited! In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


