
AWAKENING 
to the Supernatural 

meta-narrative
of the Bible

Part 2



SPIRITUAL WARFARE
PAST 
Jesus: Messiah, Son of Man, Son of God



Precursors
The Birth of the Messiah
� Timing, Calendar, Symbolism
� Rom 10:18; Rev 12:1-9; Noah (Tishri 1)
BapSsm by John
� Mark 1:1-8 (Isa 40); symbioSc 

partnership, heaven and earth
� Dove (περιστερά)

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ro10.19
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Mk1.1


Precursors
TemptaSon
� Ma^ 4:8-11
� Where?
� Context of the temptaSon?
� Genuine?

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Mt4.8


Jesus and Cosmic Geography
Mark’s abbreviated order of events moves 
from the temptation to this statement:

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came 
into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.”

logosres:djg;ref=Page.p_253;off=1170


Jesus and Cosmic Geography
What happens in the Galilee area?
� Luke 4:16-21 (cf. Isa 61:1-2; cp Lev 25:10)
� Luke 8:26-33 - The confrontaSon with 

Legion (“opposite Galilee”)
� Luke 9:1-6 – sends out the 12
� Luke 10:1-12 – sends out 70/72
� Return of those disciples (Luke 10:17-20)

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Lk4.16
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Lk8.26
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Lk9.1
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Lk10.1
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Lk10.17


Jesus and Cosmic Geography
Ma^ 15:29 Jesus went on from there and 
walked beside the Sea of Galilee. . . 
Ma^ 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the 
district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son 
of Man is?”













Jesus and Cosmic Geography

Caesarea Philippi / Banias / Panias

� Mark 8:27-30 (Matt 16:13-16; Lk 9:18-20)
�Peter’s Confession (”And Jesus went on with his 

disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi”)



Jesus & Cosmic Geography
� You are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not be able to stand against it. 
� “against” not in original text (just 

verb + object)



Jesus & Cosmic Geography



Jesus & Cosmic Geography

� Mark 9:2-13 (Ma^ 17:1-8; Luke 9:28-36)

�“And aper six days Jesus took with 
him Peter and James and John, and led 
them up a high mountain”

� Mount Hermon best candidate 
(right there)



Jesus & Cosmic Geography
TransfiguraSon LocaSon

� In early church tradiSon, the locaSon of the 
mount of transfiguraSon was believed by many 
to be Mount Tabor. 

�The earliest witness to Tabor = 4th century A.D. 
�The gospels themselves give no name, and so 

the tradiSon has no biblical precedent. 



Jesus & Cosmic Geography
Mount Hermon is considered by many the be^er 
choice since it is much higher than Tabor (8,500 
feet vs. 1,843 feet), which would fit be^er with 
the descripSon of a “high mountain” by Mark 
(and in Ma^hew 17:1).  

� Avraham Negev, The Archaeological Encyclopedia of the Holy Land (3rd ed.; New 
York: Pren8ce Hall Press, 1996, c1990); “Tabor, Mount (Place),” ABD, 305.

� Jesus and His World: An Archaeological and Cultural Dic=onary; John J. Rousseau 
and Rami Arav (Fortress, 1995), 209-210



Jesus & Cosmic Geography
Transfiguration Event

� Elijah (forerunner; type / anti-type John);
� Moses (Deut 18:15-19; type)

“. . . symbolize the coming of the messianic age, 
and their conversation with Jesus marks him out 
the more clearly as the Messiah who comes as 
the climax to their eschatological role.” (France, 
The Gospel of Matthew, 648)



Jesus & Cosmic Geography
More connections:
�Moses and Elijah went up on Mount Sinai 

to meet with God; both saw his glory 
(Exod 24:15–18; 33:18–23; 1 Kgs 19:8–13). 

�Both men also suffered rejection and 
hostility from the people to whom they 
were sent, and so prefigured the 
experience of Jesus the Messiah. 
(France, 648)



Jesus & Cosmic Geography

Ensuing Events
� Triumphal Entry
� Crucifixion

� Jesus and Psalm 22 
(Cf. Psa 22:12-18 ; vv. 12-13; Bashan)

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ps22.12


Don’t Miss the Point
� The stories of the gospels presume

the spiritual warfare / cosmic-
geographical worldview of the Old 
Testament.

Gospels are just the beginning.



SPIRITUAL WARFARE
PRESENT: The ministry of the Spirit, the 
Church as sacred space, the nullification of 
the authority of the OT gods,  the Great 
Commission.



NT Theology & Powers of Darkness

The New Testament links the resurrection 
& ascension with the sending of the Spirit 
(who is but isn’t Jesus) and the 
nullification of the authority of the gods 
of the nations (Deuteronomy 32 
worldview).



Jesus and the Spirit
John 14:26 - But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and 
bring to your remembrance all that I have 
said to you. 



Jesus and the Spirit
John 15:26 - But when the Helper comes, 
whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the 
Father, he will bear witness about me.



Jesus and the Spirit
John 16:7-8 - Nevertheless, I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you. But if I go, I will 
send him to you. And when he comes, he 
will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment: 



Then How … ?

Matt 18:20 “. . . where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I among 
them.” 

Matt 28:20 “. . . behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 





Two (& Three) Powers:  OT - NT

YHWH

2nd 
(visible) 
YHWH

Spirit

Acts 8:26 … 29

Acts 16:6-7
HS = “Spirit of Jesus”
(Phil 1:19)

Rom 8:9
Spirit of God = “Spirit
of Christ” (1 Pet 1:11)

Gal 4:6 – God sent “Spirit 
of his Son” into our hearts

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ac8.26


NT Theology & Powers of Darkness

� “rulers” (archontōn / archōn, archē)
� “principalities” (archē)
� “authorities” (exousia)
� “powers” (dynamis)
� “dominions” / “lords” (kyrios)
� “thrones” (thronos)



NT Theology & Powers of Darkness

None of the rulers of this age 
understood this, for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory. (1 Cor 2:8)

logos4:Search;kind=BibleSearch;q=$3CLemma_$3D_lbs$2Fel$2F$E1$BC$84$CF$81$CF$87$CF$89$CE$BD$3E_OR__$3CLemma_$3D_lbs$2Fel$2F$E1$BC$80$CF$81$CF$87$CE$AE$3E;match=case;in=raw:Single$7CResourceId$3DLLS:1.0.710;references=bible$2Besv.66-78


NT Theology & Powers of Darkness

The death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus not only was the cure 
for the first primeval rebellion, it was the 
antidote to the second and third rebellions 
– human depravity, fragmentation of the 
nations enslaved to the dark powers.



NT Theology & Powers of Darkness

Examples
� Col 2:13-15
� Eph 1:15-22
� Eph 3:1-11
� 1 Pet 3:18-22

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Col2.13
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Eph1.15
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Eph3.1
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.1Pe3.18


NT Theology & Powers of Darkness

ResurrecSon, demise of the gods also 
linked to coming of the Spirit and the 
giping of believers for the Great 
Commission.
Eph 4:7-12 (qu. Psa 68:15-18)

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Eph4.7
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ps68.15


Acts - Cosmic Geography



Acts - Cosmic Geography



Acts - Cosmic Geography



Acts - Cosmic Geography



The Disinherited Nations (Gen 10)



NT Cosmic Geography: Acts 2



NT Cosmic Geography
� Jerusalem > Judea > (Acts 2-8)

� Samaria (Acts 8)
� Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8)
� Saul’s conversion (Acts 9) / Paul
� Gentiles / Nations (cp. Isa 66)

� Damascus (Acts 9)
� Cornelius (Acts 10)
� Missionary journeys to the nations 

(Acts 11-19)
� Acts 20 – Paul’s arrest > Rome > Spain?



Paul - Cosmic Geography

� Rom 15:20 and thus I make it my ambiSon to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I 
build on someone else’s foundaSon . . . 23 But now, since 
I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and 
since I have longed for many years to come to you, 24 I 
hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain . . . 28 When 
therefore I have completed this and have delivered to 
them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by 
way of you. 



The Disinherited Nations (Gen 10)



New Testament Sacred Space 
In the Old Testament, the divine presence, 
the Word, the Glory dwelt in the Temple.

New Testament transiSon with Jesus:
John 1:14 – “The word became flesh, and 
dwelt (skēnoō) among us.” 
� “to tabernacle” (noun: skēnē)
� root search



New Testament Sacred Space 
Jesus was God’s new temple / tabernacle

� John 2:18-22

� Who is the body of Christ now?

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Jn2.18


New Testament Sacred Space 
In whom does the Spirit, who is God, now 
dwell, or “tabernacle”?

� 1 Cor 3:16-17
� 1 Cor 6:19-20
� 2 Cor 6:16-18
� Eph 2:19-22
� 1 Peter 2:4-6, 9-10 (cf. Eph 2:20)

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.1Co3.17
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.1Co6.19
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.2Co6.16
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Eph2.19
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.1Pe2.6


SPIRITUAL WARFARE
FUTURE: The fullness of the Gentiles, 
glorified children of God, inheriting the 
nations



Already, but Not Yet

Believers are sons and daughters of 
God . . . But await their full 
glorificaSon and inheritance.

� Edenic Vision Restored
� Divine Council ReconsStuted



ALREADY

Jesus’s death and resurrection makes 
it possible for us to be reconciled to 
God and conquer the inevitable death 
that results from the failure in Eden. 
� Addresses Rebellion #1



ALREADY

Jesus’s resurrection and ascension was 
the necessary precursor and catalyst for 
the coming of the Spirit, who now 
indwells believers, empowering them to 
resist sin and be what God intended.
� Addresses Rebellion #2



ALREADY

Jesus’s resurrection and ascension 
means the kingdom of God that was 
offered has been inaugurated. That 
kingdom must include people from all 
nations to reverse Babel and restore 
Eden.
� Addresses Rebellion #3



ALREADY
Children of God; restored human 
family of God:
� John 1:12
� 1 John 3:1-3
� Rom 8:14-15
� Heb 2:10-13

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Jn1.12
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.1Jn3.1
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ro8.14
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Heb2.10


ALREADY
Residents of God’s kingdom, inheritors 
of the promises given to Abraham. 
The new, “circumcision neutral” 
children of Abraham.
� Col 1:12-13 (vocabulary)
� Gal 3:26-29
� Rom 8:16-17

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Col1.12;off=114
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ga3.26
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ro8.16


ALREADY
Children of God, fit for sacred space 
because we are in Christ. 
� Gal 3:14
� Eph 3:1-6
� 1 Cor 1:1-2

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Ga3.14
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Eph3.1
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.1Co1.2


. . . NOT YET
obtained our inheritance. . . 
� 2 Pet 1:3-4
� Col 3:3-4
� Eph 1:11-14

The nature of our inheritance. . . .

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.2Pe1.3
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Col3.1
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Eph1.11


Believer’s Inheritance
RevelaSon 2 [Jesus says]:
25 Nevertheless, hold fast to what you have 
unSl I come. 26 And the one who conquers and 
who keeps my works unSl the end, I will give 
him authority over the naSons, 27 and “he will 
shepherd them with an iron rod; he will break 
them in pieces like jars made of clay,” 28 as I 
also have received from my Father, and I will 
give him the morning star.



Believer’s Inheritance

The morning star language in Rev. 2:28 is 
messianic—it refers to a divine being who 
would come from Judah. 
We know this by considering two other 
passages in tandem. 
� In Num. 24:17, we read the prophecy that 

“a star will go out from Jacob, and a 
scepter will rise from Israel.”



Believer’s Inheritance

Later in the book of Revelation, Jesus 
himself refers to his messianic standing with 
the morning star language: 

“I am the root and the descendant of David, 
the bright morning star” (Rev. 22:16).



Believer’s Inheritance

Revelation 3 [Jesus says]:
20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock! If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
indeed I will come in to him and dine with him, 
and he with me. 21 The one who conquers, I will 
grant to him to sit down with me on my 
throne, as I also have conquered and have sat 
down with my Father on his throne.



YHWH /
Godhead

sons of God

angels (messengers)

1 Cor 6:2-3

Do you not know that the 
holy ones will judge the 
world? And if the world is to 
be judged by you, are you 
incompetent to try trivial 
cases? Do you not know 
that we are to judge angels?



Believer’s Inheritance

The New, Global Eden
� no temple, because the entire earth is 

sacred space, occupied by God’s 
children, from all nations.

Revelation 21:1-4
Revelation 21:22-27
Revelation 22:1-5

logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Re21.1
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Re21.22
logosres:esv;ref=BibleESV.Re22.1

